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of fortitude, and patience, unexampled by the people at large. But the curse of it is, that all this is borne for a people, who seem to pay but little regard to their sufferings: a precious little more, than if the army were Britons."* ' "The military chest was empty: the means^ and even the personal credit of the Commissary General were exhausted ; and he was compelled to annnounce to the Commander-in-Chief, his utter inability to procure farther supplies for the army ; and Washington was forced to sustain them, in a season of uncommon scarcity, by requisitions in kind, from the several states.f Added to these evils, the currency had reached that state of depreciation, as to have become almost valueless. In the language of Chief Justice Marshall, " the pay of a Major General, would no longer hire an express rider ; and that of a Captain, would not purchase the shoes in which he marched." J
Col. Lamb, although, in consequence of his illness, in a country removed from the proximity of the army, and in comparative plenty, found great difficulty in procuring the articles necessary to the subsistence, and comfort of his family in his immediate vicinity : he therefore wrote to a relative and friend at Boston, to make for him the requisite purchases, and received the following reply :
BOSTON, May 29, 1780.
" The next day after I received yours, 1 went from shop to shop, and enquired for the articles you wrote for, and the
prices. Many of the articles could not be purchased for paper money, In the evening I sat down and made a calculation what the articles you wrote for would cost: I found
by the computation, that it would be seven thousand pounds lawful money. I declined making a purchase, 'til I could have your answer, as it is a great sum, for so few articles, as bad as the money is." ||
The President of Congress, in a visit, to camp proposed to
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